United States
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Sponsored by the Technology Center 3700
Customer Partnership Team

Medical Device Customer Partnership Forum 
The forum was established to promote discussion between practitioners, examiners and USPTO management on current practices and challenges facing all parties in the medical technology areas.
Program Agenda

Location: 
Madison North Auditorium

8:30-9:15
Registration and Meet and Greet
9:15
Teresa Stanek Rea - Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Deputy Director of the USPTO
9:30-10:30 
Linda Dvorak – SPE TC3700: Advancing Prosecution including the First Action Interview Pilot Program (FAIP)
Drew Richards – SPE TC2800: Interview Best Practices, and Interviewing in a Virtual Environment 
10:45-11:45
Tom Hughes – SPE TC3700 and Nicole Haines, Legal Advisor, Office of Patent Legal Administration: 35 U.S.C. 112, 6th Paragraph Guidelines  

BREAK
1:00-2:00
Janet Gongola - Patent Reform Coordinator at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO):  America Invents Act (AIA) Update including Track 1 

2:30-3:30
Kathleen Bragdon – SPE TC 1600: Pre-appeal/Appeal Conferences  

Kery Fries – Legal Advisor, Office of Patent Legal Administration:  New Board of Appeals Rules
